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THE  BARONS  ASK THAT  CONRAD   BE  MADE   KING
The nobles in that gathering
Spoke and took counsel on the thing
Which the king laid before them thus.
Each one of them was at a loss
To know what he should do or say.
They thought of all the disarray
And how there was in all the land
No single master leader's hand.
For that the realm was split in twain.
Nor could King Guy ever attain                                         MIQ
To mastery of his own share,
And the marquis would not repair
To the host, whatever pledge they made.
But always with the Frenchmen stayed,
So all was strife and altercation.
When they recalled this situation,
They went back to the king and told
Their thought, nor did they aught withhold:
To wit, unless he left a lord
Whom all could trust, with one accord,                               8,620
And who was skilled in arts of war,
Where'er he came from, near or far,
The knights would all, abandoning
The realm, fare homeward with the king.
The king, thinking to go his way
At once, asked them without deky
Which of the kings they wished for sire
And which one they did not desire,
Whether the marquis or King Guy j
And one and all they made reply,                                      2^30
Kneeling before him as they spoke,
The small, the great, the middle folk,
And prayed and asked with but one word
That the marquis be made their lord,